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MONDAY, 01-JUNE-2009 · 07:00PM TO 10:00PM
JACK AND DENNY SMITH LIBRARY AND COMMUNITY CENTER

ARROYO SECO NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL (ASNC)
MAY 2009 MEETING AGENDA
MONDAY, 1-JUNE-2009 · 07:00PM TO 09:30PM
JACK AND DENNY SMITH LIBRARY AND COMMUNITY CENTER
At Mount Washington School
3981 San Rafael Avenue, Los Angeles, California 90065
Supporting documentation for this meeting can be found at: 

http://www.asnc.us/2009-archives/05-May/_0509archives.htm
I. CALL TO ORDER. (Scott Folsom, presiding)
II. ROLL CALL. (Tina Zabala, Secretary)
Present: Joseph Clifford, Scott Folsom, Mike French, Robert Hawkes, Mark Legassie, Pablo Lopez, Glenda Lubelsky, Tom Marble, Yuwen Peng, Robert Rakauskas, Joseph Riser, Jerry Schneider, Hank Shaeffer, Joanna Silva, Paula Sirola, Ann Walnum, Tina Zabala

Excused: 

Quorum was established.

III. COMMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. (Scott Folsom)

IV. CANDIDATES FOR BOARD VACANCIES. (Scott Folsom)

Consideration and board vote regarding accepting the following candidates to fill existing representative vacancies. Both seats are for unfinished terms that would expire in mid-2010, after City Clerk-run elections are held for all 19 ASNC board positions. Candidates will have applications in hand and will speak to their interest in the position (2 minutes per speaker).

David Talbert (Hermon) for At-Large Healthcare & Seniors Representative. David is the Program Director at the Monterey Adult Day Healthcare Center.

Michael Blatt for Sycamore Grove Geographical Representative. Michael is a partner in the architectural firm of Blatt & Fung in Sycamore Grove.

V. PUBLIC COMMENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS. Comments from the public on non-agenda items within the Board’s jurisdiction (limited to two minutes per speaker)
1. Mayor's Office (Daniel Andalon) 
2. CD 1 (Mike Fong) 
3. DONE (Naheed Qureshi) 
VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF APRIL-2009 MEETING. (Tina Zabala)
Minutes approved.

VII. TREASURER’S REPORT. (Mark S. Legassie)
Treasurer’s report approved.
VIII. ACTION ITEMS. OLD BUSINESS.

1. Determination of future meeting sites and advisability of a single meeting site for the year. 
(a) TINA ZABALA to report on Montecito Heights Senior Center’s availability for June, July and August meetings. 
2. The ASNC should investigate the feasibility and cost, if any, of setting up email aliases for all board members to ensure privacy and to provide uniform, easily remembered email addresses for the community. (Scott Folsom - Tabled from last meeting)
3. Report on 07-APR-2009 BONC meeting. (Joseph Riser/Mark Legassie) (Tabled from last meeting)
4. "MOVE TO FORM AN AD-HOC ASNC PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE for the purpose of promoting community awareness and  projects in the areas of neighborhood watch, emergency preparedness, and other public safety issues. This adhoc committee will exist for one year, after which the full ASNC board shall consider changing it's status to a standing committee if deemed useful and effective." (Monterey Hills, Montecito Heights and Hermon CERT Teams)

Rationale:  At the 28-MARCH-2009 search-and-rescue CERT drill sponsored by the Silver Lake Neighborhood Council's Public Safety Committee and LAFD, the CERT teams from Hermon, Monterey Hills and Montecito Hgts comprised the majority of the responders.  Members of our teams gain invaluable knowledge and experience conducting these drills with the LAFD and feel the ASNC should start our own PS committee (modeled after SLNC) to organize and sponsor similar drills as well as promote other public safety issues. This committee will also be responsible for reviewing funding requests for projects involving public safety. (Mark S. Legassie) (Tabled from last meeting)
IX. ACTION ITEMS. NEW BUSINESS.

1. FY10 BUDGET PLANNING – Motion  THE B&F CMTE TO FORWARD AND RECOMMEND FINAL APPROVAL BY FULL ASNC BOARD to reduce ASNC’s FY10 budget by 10% to $45,000. 
(a) A 10% decrease is recommended in each major category (Meeting Expenses, Office Expenses, Outreach/Communications, and Community Projects). Note: Approved ASNC budget is due to DONE by 01-JUNE-2009. (B&F Cmte) (rec’d 19-MAY-2009 @ 1858) 
(b) In addition, a 20% decrease in the website services budget has also been recommended by the B&F Cmte. (Action on item 1b deferred until action on Item #11 as Item 11a  - at the discretion of the chair)
2. REPORT: ASNC INVENTORY AUDIT – Chair provided results of the recent audit conducted of ASNC inventory, requested by DONE. Audit resulted in a the find of  a PA System not being used for 2 years by Recreation & Parks that the ASNC reclaimed. (B&F Cmte) (rec’d 19-MAY-2009 @ 1858)

3. FUNDING REQUEST : $1,500 OFFICE EXPENSE - [Category: Office Expenses-Supplies] Motion APPROVED AT THE MAY 2009 B&F CMTE MEETING TO FORWARD & RECOMMEND APPROVAL BY FULL ASNC BOARD to use existing funds (no more than $1500 to allow for S/H and taxes) budgeted for Office Staff ($1000) & Stakeholder Communication ($500) from the ASNC Office Expense FY09 BUDGET TO PURCHASE A LAPTOP AND MS OFFICE SOFTWARE so the ASNC Secretary can take minutes during board meetings. Laptop would be in possession of the ASNC Secretary and will be transferred to the each newly elected Secretary each year."  Rationale: AppleOne minute-taker services will no longer will be needed, saving $500 every fiscal quarter. ( [NOTE:  THIS MOTION WAS RAISED FROM THE $1000 TO $1500 AFTER THE B&F VOTE AT THE DISCRETION OF THE TREASURER DUE TO NEW FINDINGS AND DEVELOPMENTS (addition of MS Office, virus software, and more durable laptop] (B&F Cmte) (rec’d 19-MAY-2009 @ 1858)

4. FY09 BUDGET MODIFICATION – Motion APPROVED THE MAY 2009 B&F CMTE MEETING TO FORWARD & RECOMMEND APPROVAL BY FULL ASNC BOARD  to modify the FY09 budget to fund the new line item in the ASNC Office Expenses category called “Supplies” for $1,500. $600 would come from rollover “reserves” and $400 transferred from “Staff” category (anticipated leftover at the end of FY09).
Rationale:  Historically, purchased office supplies have been categorized under “Copier” since no category for supplies exists.  However, the ASNC has purchased supplies this year (including property tags, printer toner, MS Access, paper, etc) and a new office supply funding request is also forthcoming (B&F Cmte) (rec’d 19-MAY-2009 @ 1858)
5. FUNDING REQUEST : NEW COMMUNITY PROJECT FUNDING REQUESTS – Discussion occurred for the following 4 new motions for community project funding requests, totaling $9,000 (NOTE: Approval of these requests will require a transfer of $609 from rollover since only $8,391 is available for new community projects in FY09). (B&F Cmte) (rec’d 19-MAY-2009 @ 1858)

(a) $1,000, TOUR DE ARROYO BIKE RIDE  [Category: Festivals & Recreation] – Motion APPROVED  AT THE MAY 2009 B&F CMTE MEETING TO FORWARD & RECOMMEND APPROVAL BY FULL ASNC BOARD to allocate $1,000 in community project funds to support the Tour de Arroyo bicycle tour on May 30th, ridden in memory of Dennis Crowley – specifically, assistance with some of the out of pocket event costs, such as water/first aid safety tables throughout route, etc for the sponsor, the Arroyo Seco Foundation (ASF), a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. [Request Originator: Meredith McKenzie, ASF]

(b) $500, PEACE IN THE NORTHEAST MARCH, 6/13/09  [Categories: Public Safety/Festivals & Recreation] – Motion APPROVED  AT THE MAY 2009 B&F CMTE MEETING TO FORWARD & RECOMMEND APPROVAL BY FULL ASNC BOARD to allocate $500 in community project funds to support a peace march from Fletcher/Irving Schools (3350 Fletcher Dr, 90065 & 3010 Estara Ave 90065) to Cypress Park Recreation Center (2630 Pepper Ave) in an effort to build community solidarity against gang, and non-gang violence (each year the location changes within NELA boundaries). The NELA Ministerial Association is sponsoring this one-day event. After the march there will be food, community resource booths, and music. Note: Also forwarded to both the ASNC Environment, and Culture/Arts committees for review. [Request Originator: Stan Moore, NELA Ministerial Assn, VP of Historic Highland Park NC]

(c) $5,000, HERITAGE SQUARE MUSEUM FENCE IMPROVEMENT, Phase 2  [Categories: Environment & Beautification/Culture & Arts] – Motion APPROVED  BY AT THE MAY 2009 B&F CMTE MEETING TO FORWARD & RECOMMEND APPROVAL BY FULL ASNC BOARD to allocate $5,000 (revised by the Cmte from $2,500) in community project funds for a fence upgrade for the Heritage Square Museum.  Rationale: In 2008 ASNC previously approved this funding but due to unforseeable delays in the start of the project, ASNC incorrectly removed this due to "start expiration date expired". This funding is to continue to continue replacing the barbed-wire fence around the property with Victorian-era wrought iron, red brick masonry columns, new lighting, and new planters and greenery. [Request Originator: Brian Sheridan, Heritage Square Museum]

(d) $2,500, LIABILITY INSURANCE FOR NON-SCHOOL EVENTS AT JACK SMITH COMMUNITY CTR  [Categories: Education/Festivals & Recreation] – Motion APPROVED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE AT THE MAY 2009 B&F CMTE MEETING TO FORWARD & RECOMMEND APPROVAL BY FULL ASNC BOARD to allocate $2,500 in community project funds to help pay for 1 year of liability insurance at the Jack Smith Community Center at the Mt. Washington Elementary School for non-school events (dance classes, piano recitals, etc). This insurance is a contractual obligation with the LAUSD. This request is from the organization Friends of Mt. Washington School (FOMWS). [Request Originator: Diana Pray, Friends of Mt. Washington School]
6. MOTION TO RE-APPROPRIATE the $2,500 Neighborhood Purposes Grant (NPG) recently approved for the LA Int'l Charter High School (LAICHS) to a normal $2,500 community project appropriation, and not use the NPG process at this time.  Rationale:  The NPG program is still on-hold by DONE.  No estimated time given when they will start the new NPG process.  LAICHS, meanwhile, has received vendor invoices for needed recruitment materials (table cloths, etc) which are due as early as June 6th.   With this re-appropriation ASNC will be free to immediately pay the invoices via credit card or the DW process. (B&F Cmte) (rec’d 27-MAY-2009 @ 1750)
7. FUNDING REQUEST : $350, Beautification/Maintenance of Stairs connecting Oneonata & Olancha Dr [Category:  Environment & Beautification] Motion to allocate $350 in community project funds to continue the beautification and maintenance of the public access staircase that connects Oneonta Dr and Olancha Drive. Requested funds are to purchase plant shrubs and ground cover in the public right-of-way, and to purchase or rent graffiti removal materials/equipment.  Also included are maintenance materials including replacement hoses, nozzles, plants, etc. Community Impact: Frequent use by residents discourages use by gang members. Improving the stairs aesthetics appeal also encourages use.   [Request Originators: Albert Winn & Paula Sirola] (Mount Washington Local Issues) (rec’d 28-MAY-2009 @ 1141)
8. FUNDING REQUEST : $300 community project funding request under the Category "Health" for 2 doggie waste bag dispensers and water bowls for Cleland Bicentennial Park.  The dispensers will 1) remind people that they need to pick up their dog's poop, 2) facilitate dog owner's in picking up their dog's poop, 3)the water bowls will encourage people to have their dogs drink from the bowls instead of directly from the water fountain. (Mount Washington Local Issues) (rec’d 28-MAY-2009 @ 1141)
IX. ACTION ITEMS (Continued). [NON FINANCE RELATED]
9. FOR INFORMATION: Necessary board actions and communications related to renewing affiliations and liaison, per Standing Rules: "Motions to endorse or affiliate with another organization require a simple majority vote, take effect upon passage, and remain in effect until the next June 30th, at which time they automatically expire. Motions to renew the ASNC's endorsement or affiliation may be made at any Board meeting and, following passage, take effect on the July 1st immediately following the June 30th expiration…" (adopted by Board vote, 6/26/06) (Joseph Riser) 
10. REQUEST FOR A BOARD RULING as to the criteria to use when determining in which of the five communities to "locate" stakeholders whose status is tied to membership in an ASNC-based community organization that serves multiple communities, but may not have an established center of operations. (Note: Selection of one community is required by our stakeholder definition, as well as any future election procedures). (Joseph Riser, Registrar) (rec’d 26-MAY-2009  1134)

11. SUGGESTED REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL: The ASNC board should at this meeting create an ad hoc task group of no more than 3-4 members to develop and circulate a "request for proposal" covering services for Website maintenance. Suggested membership in that group should include at least the board president (as the supervising officer for this paid service), and current treasurer Mark Legassie -- who as a senior systems engineer is familiar with the technical aspects of running organizational sites. Additional members may be selected by the president. Final selection of a service provider from among proposals received should take place no later than the September board meeting, 2009. (Joseph Riser) (rec’d 26-MAY-2009 at 1157)   

(a) Address item 1a

12. PRESENTATION:  Alternate route plans for the #710 freeway that would directly impact ASNC area.  Presentation by Frank Pasker, on behalf of concerned residents.  Hopefully, CD 14 Transportation Deputy will be able to attend to respond to questions. (Paula Sirola) (rec’d 28-MAY-2009 @ 1141)

X. COMMITTEE REPORTS.

1. Local Issues.
(a) Hermon

(b) Montecito Heights

(c) Monterey Hills

(d) Mount Washington

(e) Sycamore Grove

2. Rules and Elections (Yuwen Peng)

3. Communications and Outreach (Joseph Riser)

4. Budget and Finance (Mark Legassie)

5. Recreation, Arts & Culture (Yuwen Peng)

6. Environment (Jerry Schneider)
7. Community Garden (Paula Sirola)

XI. REPORTS FROM LIAISONS. (10 minutes)
1. Los Angeles Neighborhood Councils Coalition (Ann Walnum)
2. Friends of the Southwest Museum Coalition (Ann Walnum)
3. MW Elementary School Multipurpose Room (Ann Walnum)
4. Director of Animal Welfare (Lezle Stein)

5. LADWP/MOU Oversight Committee (Peter Parrish)

XII. NEW BUSINESS (Committee referrals and/or future Board agenda items). (10 minutes)
1. Comments from the Board on subject matters within its jurisdiction, and suggestions for future agenda items.
2. Future meeting dates and locations (Scott Folsom)

Next meeting date: 22-JUNE-2009 at 07:00 p.m., LOCATION MONTECITO HEIGHTS SENIOR CENTER. 
4545 Homer St. - Los Angeles, CA 90031
XIII. ADJOURNMENT.

Meeting adjourned at ______PM.
Funding requests: Unless otherwise stated in the approved motion, any funds appropriated for community projects as a result of this meeting’s actions: (1) will be drawn from the 2008-09 ASNC budget; and, (2) under ASNC standing rules, expenditure of any such funds must begin no later than 30-June-2009, or the appropriation will automatically lapse.

Funding requests: Unless otherwise stated in the approved motion, any funds appropriated for community projects as a result of this meeting’s actions: (1) will be drawn from the 2008-09 ASNC budget; and, (2) under ASNC standing rules, expenditure of any such funds must begin within 6 months or the appropriation will automatically lapse.

The public is requested to fill out a “Speaker Card” to address the Board on any item of the agenda prior to the Board   taking action on an item.  Comments from the public on Agenda items will be heard only when the respective item is being considered. Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the Agenda that is within the Board’s subject matter jurisdiction will be heard during the Public Comment period.  Public comment is limited to 2 minutes per speaker, unless waived or adjusted in the interest of fairness, by the presiding officer of the Board.  The agenda is posted for public review at Mount Washington Elementary School Bulletin Board, Carlin G. Smith Recreation Center, supermarket at Avenue 45 and Figueroa Street, art gallery at 4108 N. Figueroa Street, Montecito Heights Senior Center, Montecito Heights Recreation Center; adult day healthcare center at Avenue 60 and Monterey Road, as well as the ASNC’s official Website at www.ASNC.us, and distributed via the ASNCalert Yahoo Group (opt-in E-mail listserv).  As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services, and activities.  Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services may be provided upon request.  To ensure availability of services, please make your request at least 3 business days prior to the meeting you wish to attend by contacting Naheed Qureshi, Dept. of Neighborhood Empowerment Project Coordinator, at (213) 473-5391.

Process for Reconsideration: The Board may reconsider and amend its actions on items listed on the agenda in accordance with Robert’s Rules of Order.

In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all members the Board of Representatives in advance of a meeting may be viewed at the neighborhood council Website by clicking on/visiting the link at the top of the agenda, or at the scheduled meeting.
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