Arroyo Seco Neighborhood Council
Funding Request from Scott Rubel, Liaison to 
Friends of the Southwest Museum Coalition

Purpose:

To share costs for professional traffic analysis of “New” Southwest Museum proposed project in Griffith Park.  This project is called Autry National Center Campus Improvement and the City of Los Angeles has begun the project approval process by issuing a Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR).  This proposed project will remove the primary museum from Northeast Los Angeles and greatly impact open space and public parkland in our regional park.   Since the information developed and contained in the DEIR was provided to the City by Autry’s consultants, there is significant incentive to have an independent review to ensure accuracy of data and objectivity to the study and results.  The scope of work will be conducted by an independent traffic planner and engineer to verify the information or bring to light possible deficiencies.  This factual data can be utilized by all citizens concerned about public policy, planning and traffic related to the proposed project.

Total Cost Estimate:
$8,500


Cypress Park NC
$1,500


Remaining
$7,000 

Other Funding Partners:  Greater Cypress Park Neighborhood Council approved $1,500 in Nov., Friends of the Southwest Museum Coalition.  Other requests for funding consideration are in process with Greater Griffith Park Neighborhood Council, Hollywood United NC, Atwater Village NC.  
Urgency of Request:

The DEIR was already issued and the public comment period closed in October.  The proverbial clock is ticking with official project approvals expected shortly after the new year.  In order to have any impact on the public’s ability to utilize this information in the approval process to affect project modifications, this traffic analysis needs to be done immediately.
FoSWMC and its organizational members made very strong comments on most of the DEIR but did not have the professional expertise to provide substantive comments on traffic impacts and potential impacts to the original Southwest Museum location and the removal of the primary museum use from our community.  This proposed project will not help increase ridership on the Metro Gold Line or provide significant private investment that all of our NELA communities deserve and need.
Past 4 Years of Funding History from NC’s includes: 

Historic Highland Park NC --- $ 3,500 +/- 

Arroyo Seco NC -- $835 (shared costs for economic study with HHPNC, GPNC)

Glassell Park NC -- $835

Professional Consultant:  FoSWMC has a work and cost proposal from an expert consulting firm specializing in traffic planning, traffic engineering and the laws that govern project review under California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  The scope includes a credible peer review of Autry’s traffic study (contained in the DEIR) and verify the baseline data through field work. 
